
 
 

 
History 

 
The History department caters exclusively for students studying A level courses in History.  
History is an increasingly popular subject at the College and there are currently eight sets in 
each year group, taught by four full-time and one part-time History teacher. The department 
shares a staffroom with other Humanities departments and at present has the exclusive use of 
two teaching rooms.   
 
At present students follow the new AQA linear course. All students study one British History 
breadth study (Stuart Britain, 1603-1702) and one depth study (The Cold War c1945-1991).  In 
addition, all students produce a c3500-word coursework essay on Russia, c1855-1953.   
 
In both years, students have four History lessons each week and classes are taught in sets of 
around twenty students.  As is the case in all subjects, their lessons are supplemented by one 
timetabled weekly subject tutorial period.  
 
Examination Results 
 
A level: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS level: 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
History is a popular and successful A level for students at Woodhouse, with many choosing to 
study History at top universities, including Oxford and Cambridge University.  
 
It is departmental policy to use a variety of teaching and learning styles and there is a firm 
commitment to encouraging students to take responsibility for their own learning. The 
department is very well resourced with bespoke textbooks and more specialist books.  Both 
classrooms have a data projector, a digital presenter and internet access, and all have a 
smartboard.  Considerable use is made of the College’s VLE and other digital resources are 
used routinely.  Teaching resources are continually being developed and updated.  

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Pass rate (A*-E) % 100 100 99 100 

High grades (A*-B) % 75 73 74 78 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Pass rate (A-E) % 98 100 100 98 

High grades (A-B) % 57 60 60 58 



Politics 
 
Politics is a very popular subject at the College and there are currently five second year sets and 
four first year sets. The department shares a working staffroom with other Humanities 
departments and at present has the exclusive use of two dedicated teaching rooms.   
 
Students follow the Edexcel linear course. At year 12 all students study UK and global politics 
and they continue the course over the full two years. They also study the updated political 
ideas syllabus. Our teachers are subject specialists and are encouraged to develop an in-depth 
understanding of the current domestic and world order, pursuing current events thus giving 
learning a contemporary feel. We encourage all students to do the same and provide them 
with challenging academic content.  
 
In both years, students have four politics lessons each week (totalling five hours) and classes 
are taught in sets of average size 22 students.  As is the case in all subjects, their lessons are 
supplemented by one timetabled weekly tutorial period. We also engage in an extensive range 
of extra-curricular activities, including a Model United Nations conference hosted at the 
college every two years.  
 
Examination Results 
 
A level: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Many students pursue courses such as HSPS at Cambridge, PPE at Oxford, international 
relations and politics at Russell Group universities and it remains a priority of the department 
to increase the number of students who achieve an A* grade at A level and to improve value-
added outcomes.  
 
Our students enjoy the subject and write regularly for our website www.alevelpolitics.com, 
record a weekly topical podcast and attend and organise Model United Nations events at the 
college and beyond. We would like to gain a member of department who is committed to 
continuing and enhancing the enrichment opportunities for our students.  
 
It is departmental policy to use a variety of teaching and learning styles and there is a firm 
commitment to encouraging students to take responsibility for their own learning. The 
department is very well resourced with bespoke textbooks and more specialist books. 
Considerable use is made of the College’s VLE and other digital resources are used routinely.  
Teaching resources are continually being developed and updated. 
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 2016 2017 2018 

Pass rate (A*-E) % 100 100 100 

High grades (A*-B) % 73 66 70 

A* grades 4 10 6 

http://www.alevelpolitics.com/

